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considerable accession of strength to the more advanced sections of
these political bodies, both Hindu and Muslim."
The Lucknow Congress held in December was historic in many
respects. The Congress President said: "If the united Congress was
buried nine years ago in the debris of the old French Garden at Surat,
it was reborn that day in the Kaiserbagh at Lucknow. Both the wings
of the Indian national party had come together and had realized
their true position and responsibility."
It was apparent that the war had released entirely new forces in
the country. The outlook of the Moderates had broadened and the
Extremists did not want to be left outside the deliberations of the
Congress. Bepin Chandra Pal, Tilak, Mrs. Besant had all come to
attend the Congress session. Tilak succeeded in securing from the
Bombay Presidency a vast majority of his followers as delegates to
the Lucknow session.
The Congress was presided over by Ambika Charan Mazumdar.
In his address, the president said that the bureaucracy which now
ruled the country was despotism condensed. The people, however,
had completely outgrown this system and a new spirit had arisen in
the country. Whether it was called visionary, or impatient idealism,
the spirit was the manifestation of a democratic force which was
transforming the destinies of an old world to a new order of things.
Under the pressure of this irresistible force, time-honoured kingdoms
were crumbling to pieces, and hereditary monarchs of ancient and
even celestial origin were quietly taking their exit without shedding
a tear or a drop of blood. Old ideas were changing faster than some
could realize and it was no fault of the Indian people if they were
unable to reconcile themselves to a patriarchal or a parental form of
government. The present Government, whatever its claim for the
maintenance of an orderly administration might be, had become an
anachronism. It might make a people perfectly happy but it could
not make them resourceful, or even contented, self-reliant and manly
in their life and conduct.
Mazumdar's speech struck once more the note of swaraj which
Dadabhai had struck at Calcutta ten years before. The resolution on
self-government said: "That, having regard to the fact that the
great communities of India are the inheritors of ancient civilization,
and have shown great capacity for government and administration,
and to the progress in education and public spirit made by them